HON. PANIEL WEBSTER’S ADDRESS
BEFORE THE

NEW YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY,

NIBLO’S THEATRE.
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Tremendous Crowd and Great
Enthusiasm,

B

L,

Most Successful Debut on the Biaze,

Acrording to announsament, the Hon. Daniel
Webstor deliverd an address last ovening, before
the Historical Soclety, st Niblo’s Giarden. The
doors of the theatre were thrown open ab half-
past 8ix o’ clock, and such a rush was nsver ssen
at Ninlo’s before—such a dense multitude nsver
filled ita capscious precinets, The dite and
fashion of the wholo city seam to have congre-
gated together, and ths greateit onthusiasm
prevailed. Al the strangers at the different
hotela—all the clergy of the metropolis—the
members of the legal profession, and othar
professions-—the liiterateurs and tho politiel
olans—together with an array of female beauty and
fashion that cast the most brilliant nights of the
opera into the shade—presented eush an assem-
blage as has rarely, perbups never, met within the
walls of any building in New York, Not oaly was
every soat ccoupled in & very few minutes, with
the exoeption of the pargnotte—which was reserved
for the members of the sosiety—but every chaie
about the theatre was bionght into requisition; and
still vast nuenbars were compelled %o stand in the
baek ground. Hundreds who remainad, never haard
or gaw him at all, and macy went away in despair.
There was, in fact, a perfect furore, whatever ex-
vited it.

At a quarter past seven o'olock, Mr, Wabster
mado his appearance in the diaing saloon, where

. he was introduced to the [’resident, the committes,

and the members of the sosiety, who had assomblad
there—having been admitted by mombera’ tiokets.
Immediately after, they proseeded in a body to oc-
oupy the parquette, which had been ressrved for
them.

1% was arranged that Mr. Webster should address
the audienos from the stage; snd accordingly the
great star apponred thers in all his glory, precizely
at half past seven o’clock. He was acoompanied by
tho sommitiee and executive officers. His appear-
ante was the eignal for ong of the most (remendiug
bursts of applause wo ever keard. The débud of the
honorable gentleman was completely successfal.
He wore & white vest, ns uzual, and seomed in good
kealth and spirits. o took his sant at a table for
a fow minutes, till quiet wassecared in the andience.

The nacemblage was then ealled to order by the
Prearpenr, who announced thas Rev. Dr. Dewey
would open the proceedings by prayer.

The llev. gentleman then eoffored a prayer of
somo leogth, imploring a blessing upon tha sosisty,
ard osoncluding wita “‘the Lord's Prayor.”

Lutuen Baaprsu, Eaq , the President of the soce-
ty,thenintroduced Mr Wensrer formally to the au-
dience, eaying ko would not detaln them by any
remacks of his, knowing how impaticnt thay must
bo to hear tho great man who was now bofore
them.

The Hen. Davien WensTer then presonted him-
ee'f, and the scene of enthusiasm bafilag all desorip-
tion. When tho tumuituous cheering, waving
of bats and handkerchiefs, subsided, he pro-
oscded to deliver his address, as follows, whish he
did with great distinotness and effect, meking him-
eelf hoard plainly in every part of the housze, excopt
by thoze who were complately in the background:i—

THE ADDRESS.

The object of your nteociation, gentlemen, like
that of cthers of eimilar cheracter, i2 highly impor-
tant. Historical socictics ere auxiliary to histor's
cal compositions. They ecolleet tho material from
which the greal narrative of ¢vents is, in duo time,
to be framed. The transactions of publio bedice,
leeal histories, memoirs of all kind, statistics, laws,
ordinanees, public debates, and diecuseions, wirks
of periedioal litorature, and the public jesurnals
whether of political events, of commeres, literature
or the arta, all find their places in the collections of
historical sooiotics. But these cullections are mot
history; they are only elements for histery. Histo-
ry is a higher neme, and importa literary produa
tione of the firet order.

It is presmmptuons in me, whose labors and
studies have been go long devotad to other ebjects,
to spenk in the presence of those whom I sea belore
me, of the dignity and importance of history iaits
just eenec; and yet I find plensurein breaking iu upon
tho course of dally pursuite, and indalging, fora
time, in roflectiona upon topics of literature, and in
the remombrance of the great examples of historic
art.  Well written history must always ba tho rc-
sult of geniua aud taste, as well as of attainment
It stands next to epic poetry, in the productions of
the human mind. If it requires less of invention
than that, it is not behind iv in dignity and impor-
tancs. The power of the epio oconcists im the
pairntive of real or fupposed events, and the repre-
sentabion of real, or at least natural, characters;
and histery, in ita noblest examples, is an acoount
of oceurrences, in which great cvenls are com-
memorated, and distinguished men appoar ag
agouts and aotors. Epic peetry and the drama
are bubt narratives—the former partly, and the
jattor wholly, in the form of dialogue; but their
oharacters and peraonages ure usualiy the ereations
of the imagicetion.

Sevors history sometimes azemmes.the dialogne
or dramatie form, and, without deparcing from
uruth, iz embellished by euppored colloquiss or

pecclics, 33 In the production of thal groat macter
‘Fites Liviug, or that greater mastor still, Thuey-
ides.

The deawing of characters, consistent with go.
getol truth and fidelity, 12 no violation of histori-
ool aoenizay; it i3 only an filwrtravion or an omae
1ent

When Livy asoribes an appropriate spoach toond
of big historieal pereomagos, it is only as if bo hnd

yortrayed tho same okarscter in lunguage pro-
fosendly Bis own. Lord Clarendon’s prosentation,
n his own words, of the eharaoter of Lord Falk-
jund, one of the highest and most successful ¢ forts
of personal dusoripiion, is hardly difsront from what
it would hiave been, if o had put Inte the mouth o!
Lord Fulkland & epeech oxbibiting the esme quali
tiep of the mind snd the heart, the samo opinicns,
and the stimne alénchments. Homer desoribes tho
sotlens of porsonages, whish, if not real, ave &0
ymegined s ta bo copluronble to the goneral cha-
saoterintios ofmeu in the hopoio sges. 1 his rela
1/t bo mot hatorionlly trua, it is such, neverthe-
t2, a8, makag dao allowanne for pootical embal-
shments, might have beon trus. Andin Mlitoa’s
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porbipe, coler too highly, bat tho truth s atill visi-

Plo through the lights and shados. This unity of
design seems um{thl to all produstioas.
With all the variety of the Iliad, Homer Kept tio
wrath of Achilies, and its consequences, slways in
view ; when he esog of the oxploies of other haroes,
they were «ilonutly subordinated to the son of Thetis.
Stili moro remaikable is the unity ia variety of the
Od; ksev, the canracter of whioh is mash mora som-
plicated, but all the hnm are artfully adapted to
eaols other, and they have a common oentre of in-
terect and aetion—the great end beiog tho restora.
tiom of Uly=sea to his native lthaea. Virgl, in the
JHineid, rung of nothing but the man aad his acis,
who broughs the Trojun gods to lualy, and laid tha
foundetion of the imperial walls of Rome; and
Milten of nothivg bt

Mun's firet disoledlemee, and the frult
Of that furbladen tres, whose murtal taste
Brought death iato Lbe world,
And the best historieal productions of aneient and
of modera times have been written, with eqaal
fidelity 1o oxe leading thonght or purpoie.

It has been said by Lord Bollngbroke, that ¢ his.
tory iz philceophy teaching by example;” asd ba-
fore Bolingbroke, Shakepenre has raid :—

“ There is a hlstory ln all men's lives,

Flguricg the pature of the tiues decensed;
The which ebserved, s mun may propoascy,
With & vear alm, of the main chunee of things,
A= yet not eome to lifs, whieh to their

Beeds and weall begloniogs lie entrensured.
Buch things seorme the hatoh and brood of time;
And, by tie necessury form of thin,

Kiog Rieherd might ereate n perfoat guess

A hat great Northumnherlund, then false to him,
Would of that reed grow to » greater falseness,
Which should not ficd a grouad Lo rest upon,
Uuless on you»

" Are there things. then, necessities !

Then lot us meet them like ucossaitien *'®

Ard a wiser man tham either Bolingbroke or
Shakspeare has declared :—

“ The thing that hathebeen, it Is that which shall be;
and thet which ia done. is that which shall ba doae;
and there is 8o new thing aoder the sun.”

These sayiogs are sl just, and they proceed
upon the idea that tho eesentinl charncieristios of
buman nature are the same every where, aod in all

ages.

Thiw, doubtle's, is true ; and so far as histery
presents the qaalitics and propensities of huwman
nature, it does teach by example. Bolingbroke
adde, with remarkable power o! expression, ** tha’
thoe schoolof example i3 wbe world, and its groat
masters or taachers are history and experience

But the eharaoter f man so much varies, from
ageto age, both in his individoal and oolisative
capacity, there cowes guch m ehange of circum-
gtances, fo many new obj:cts of desire and aver-
sion, snd so many new and powerful motives
gpricg wp in his mind, that the condust of men,

one ags, or under one stats of circumstances,
is no fure and precise indicasion of what will
be their conduet, when times and ocircumstances
ulter; fo that the example of the pass,
before it cun become a wuzoful instructor to
the present, must be redaced to elemen-
tary prineiples in human nature, freed from the
influezree of conditions which were temporary and
Bave changed, and applied to the same prindiples
under new relations, with o diffevent dogeee of
knowledge, and the impulsos arising trow the altar-
ed state of things. A savape has the passions of
ambiticn, revenge, love and glory ; and ambition
and love, revenge acd the hope of renown, are also
clemenie in the vharacter of eivilized life ; but the
developement of thoso pastians, in a etate of bar-
barisw, bardly instructs us as to the manner in
which thoy will exhibit thomsclves in a cultivated
peried of society.

And o it is of religions gontiment and faeling. 1
believe man is ¢verywhere, more or less, o religious
being : that is to say, in all countries, and stall
times, ko foels the tie which connosts him with an

| invisible power

1t is true, indeed, and it s n remarkablo fast in
the hirtory of mankind, that in the very lowoet
stago of human existones, and in the opposite ox-
trewe of high eivilization, rurrounded with every-
thicg luxurious in life, and with all the means of
human kunowiedge, the idea of an unseen and
supericr governor of the universe [s most likely to
be equally doubted or disregarded.

Tue lowest of human, savage existence, and the
intelleetual and refined atheism, such ns we have
geem exbibited in our day, seem to be strangely
coincident in this respect; though it is from oppo-
gitv caures aud irfluences that these clagied are lod
to doubt or deny the existence of a supreme power,
But both theee are exseptions to the general cur-
rent of human thought, and the general conviction
of our nature. .

Man is naturally religions; but then his religion
takes ite character from his conditivn, his degree of
knowledge, aud hisagsceiations; aud, therelore, itis
true that the religious fecling which operates in
ong state of scoiety, and under one degree of light
and kpowledpe, i not & sale exawmply to prove its
prohable izfiuence and operation under ciroum-
etapoed cesentinlly ditferent; so that when we re-
gard history as our instruotor, in the developement
of tbe perceptions and character of wmen, and in the
motives whieh wetunts them, there comes a coas
crmitant rush of altered cireumstanses, whish are
all to be considered aud rogarded.

Histery, therefore, 48 an ¢xample which may
teach us the general prioeiples of buman nature,
but does not instruect us greatly in its various pos-
sible developements,

What Lir. Johnsen said, in hizcomparison of Dry-
denand Fope, i ot inapplicable to this tople.
“Dryden,” said bhe, **knew more of man ia his
general nature, and Pope in his lscnl manners”
Dryden's pentiments, therefore, are the oxemplar of
buman pature in geoeral, Pope’s of hamaa nature
8¢ modified in particuler relations avd cireumstan.
ees. And wbat 18 tiue of individual man, is srue,
aiso, of rnciaq and governent.

The luve of liberty, for instance, is o paasion and
sentiment, which existed in intense fores in tho Gree
cian republies, and in the early history of Rome.
It exiels now, chiclly, and firse of all, on that por-
tion of the Weetern continent in which we live.
Here it burng with heat sud with splendor beyond
all Greeian and all Romsn example. It is oot &
light in iko temple of Minerva, it is not a vastal
fieme in Rome; it is the light of the sun, it is tho
fllumination of all the oonstellations. lsarth, air,
avd veean, andall the heavens alove us, are flled
with ita glorious illumication; aud, theraforo,
though tho passiovn and tho sentiment are the
same, yet ke who would rcaren from Grecian
liberty, or from Heman freedom, to our iatelligent
Amerizan liberty, would be holding a furthing can-
dle to the orb of day. i

The waguiticent funcrsl oration of Pericles over
thoee who tell in the Pelopenesiun war, is one of the
grandest oratoriosl productions of antiquity. 1t
contains sentiments and excitea emotions songenial
to the minds of all lovera of liborty, in allrogions
andat all times. It exhibita a strong and ardant
attpehivent to country, whish true patriots always
feel—an undaunted ceurage in jts defence, and a ro-
folution avd a willinguess to pledge and bazard all
for the meistenapes of liberty. | csonot deny my-
sell tho pleasure of quoting & few parsages from
that celenrated address :— -

*¢| sball, therefore, begin first,” eaid Pericles,
“with gor forcfntbors, ince both justice ana da-
ceney require, we thould ¢n this oceatton pestow
on thew an Lonorable remembrauce. In this, our
country, they kept themselves alwnys fivwly setiled,
and through their valorjhanded it down fres to
every singe suocceding peneration. Worthy in-

our immediate fathore ; eiuce, culargiog thelr own

now poesese, they begueathed (hat, their work of
tuil, to us theip sons.  Yet, oven theso Bucsossis,
e ourielvey, bero prefent, we who are yeiinthe
ghorglh and vigor of our days, have mollyim-
proved, and have made sush provisious for Lhle, our
Athers, thut nowit in all-sufficien: lo laclitoausver
evory oxigence of war aod ol pedse. g ,

“Tut by what methods wa have rien to thia
height of glory and power, by what polity nnd by
what conunct we are thas aygrandized, | shall free
epdeavor to shaw, and then procsed to ths praise
of tiho deoeased. Thete, in my opinice, csn be uo
jmpuitivent topios on this ocoerion; the discusiicn
of them riust bo bepeflolal to this numerous com
pary of Athenlnne and of stravgurs.

“Wenrs happy io & form el governoent which
cannct envy the lawe of our nolghbors; for is hah
ferved ae o model Lo otheiz, but 13 origioal at
Athena Axd this our form, as o muitted nol to
the fow, but to the wholo bedy of the peonle, is
called & demooracy.  Fow diflercnt goover 1a a pris
vite capacity, we all enjoy tie taine genera! equal-
ity which cur laws are fitted to prodorve, Bud sipa-

pie, which is #o, atmort entirely mada up of |
#, thore is nothing repugnaal |
te tho general conception which we form of tho |

ricr honore just a3 wo excel. Tha pabiie adminks
traiion is not confined to & partioulsr fawily, butis
attainsble only by merit. Poverty s asb & hin-
dromer, frineefwhoever i8 ablo to serve his country,
weets with no obstagle to preforment from his firsb
obecurity, The ofices of the State we go thronga
without obstyuctions from cne anntker, and live tos
gether in the wutvsl endempnents of private Life
witnout ruepicioos; oot angry with & nelghbor lor
following the bent of kis own huwor, for puiting on
thet ccuutepaneo of dizcontent which puins, thougn
§v cannob punisl; do that in private life we converso
without ¢ Mideneoe or dsmage, whilst we dare not on
&uYy Redount oilvnd ngaing tao pubite, throagh the

teverenmoo wo bear t9 che mesglatiatos and the lnwe;
ohiefly to Lhurn ennetod for i '-l-:'\-nl‘1=ll 0 e
Jured; apd to thote upwrsitten lawd, & beeaed ol
| which is regarded ae disgracy
“We want no Homer to bo the herall of one

¢ B0 poot to deok ofl aFistory with Lhe chat
iy where the opitiden of exploita must rul
ck refation.  Erory eeafion beoa oprned
h Tisi wenokrated
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r o botter fortune, but you must, sever
theleen, eonslder it ?’Gh.‘ duty to Proservo tko sime
B ek wariuth of ccarhy 0 agalost your enemics;
| wot judgiog of 1he expedicnoy of this from a weroe
| barivgue, wiere sny man, indulging in s flow of

words, may tell you, what you vourselves know s
well aa he, how many advantages there are in
figbtirg valiantly agaiug’ your eremies, but rather
waking the daily inerearing grandour of this oom-
munity the objeet of your thoughts, and growing
quite eoamored of it.  Aund wheu |6 really appoars
great in your apprebevsions, thirk again that this
Enndtur was aoquired by brave and valiant wsn—

¥ wen who koew their daty, aud in the moments
of aotion were sepsiblo of shame and feared ro-
proack; who, whenever their attempts were unsug-
cerkful, thought it disbonor thst their ¢ountry roould
stand in lms cfavytbirg their valor conld dofor it,
and o made it the mos: sg]nlinul present. Bustow-
ing their lives on the publie, they bave every one
received n praiee that will never decay, a sepulchre
that will always be most illustiious—not that in
which their bones lis wouldaring, but that in which
their fame is preseived, to he on every ooeasion,
when honor is the themo of either word or met, eter
oally remombered.  Uhis whole earth is the sepul-
chre of illuetrious men ; wor is it Lhe inseription on
the columins of their native soil alone that show
$hoir merit, but ibe memorial of thom better than
all ineriptions, in every foreign nation, roposited
more durably in yoiversal reoembrance than on
their own temb. From this very moment, emu-
Iating these noble patierne, plecing your happiness
in liverty, and liberty in valor, be prepared $o en-
counter all the dangers of war.”

Gentlemen, does not every page, paragraph, and
sentence of what 1 have read, go homo to all omr
bearts, canryivg a most gratiied eonsciousness of
I8 rescmblones to what is near and dear to us in
our native laed? Is it Athens or Awerioa? I8
Atbere or America the theme of these immortal
straine! Wus Pericles speuking of his own eoun-
try, s ho saw it or knew it, or was ho gaziug upon
& bright vision then two thousand yosra before
h mt.;rhlch we gee in reality, and as he saw in proe-
pee

Eut the contests of Sparta and Athens, what wore
they in lustiog importance, and in their bearisg on
the destivies of the world, I’n eomparison with that
ever memorable struggle which la{mﬂmd the cole-
niek frem the doinion of Europe

How different the result which betided Athens
from that which erowned the glorious cfforts of our
ancestors; and, therefore, this renowned oration of
Pericles what is it in comparison with an effort of
historienl eloguence which should justly set forth
the merits of (ho heroes ard the martyrs of the
Aweiican revelution ?  And the liberty of Athens
and of the etber Grecian republios, being fonnda‘
inpure democrasios, without any prineliploof repre-
sentation, was fitted only for small States, The ex-
ercige of popular power, in a purely democratio
furm, eannot be extended over countries of large ex-
tent ; becausy, insuch countries, all cannot assemble
in the same place, to vote direstly upon lawas and
Grdinunces and other lpul:-liu questions.  Bub the
principle of representation is expaneive ; it may be
colarged, if not infinitely, yet indefinitely, te
weet new cecazivng, and embrace new regions,
While, tkerefore, the love of liberty was the game,
and its geveral priceiple the same, in the Grecian
republic a4 with ue, yot vot only were forma essen-
tinily differcut, butthit aleo was wanting which
we bave beca taught to consider ns indispensable to
ite cecutiny 5 that i, & Bxed, sottled, definite, fundae
wental law, or constitution, imposing limitations
and restreinteequally on governore, n.nrd overncd.
We may, thereiore, inhale all the fullness and
greatvess of the Grecian epirits, but wo necessarily
give its developement o different form, and subjuct
it to pew moditications.

Hut history is not only }:hiln:mphy teashing by
€xpmple : its true purpose is, also, to illustrate the
general progress of society i knowledgs and the
artd, and the chapges of mancers and pursaits of
men,

There is an imperfoction, both in ancient and
modern kistorics, and those of tho best masters in
thie respect.  While they recite publio transaciions,
thoy owit, in a great degres, what belougs to the
civil, gocinl, and domeetio progress of mon and na-
tigns. 'Chere i not, g0 far as | know, a good civil

| Listory of lleme, nor ie there an account of the

deed of proise nro thoy, wod yeb jucre wortiay &re |

iuheritanco irto the cxtensive emp're which wo |

munzers end Labits in sccizl and domestie life, such
as way irform us of the progrees of hor eitizens,
fiom the fourdstion of the city to the time of Livy
and Sallust, in individual exhibitions of character

We krow, indeed, something of the private pur-
tvite sed private vices of the Homan peoplo at the
commenecwent of the empire ; but we obtain our
knowledge of tkege chiclly from the severe aud in-
digrapt rebukee of Sallust, and tho inimitabls ax-
tires of Juvenal. Wars, forcign and dumestia, the
echievoments of arms, avd naiional allisgces (ll up
the recorded greatuese of the Roman emp're.

It 18 very remarkable that, in this respoet,
Lloman literatere is far more deficient than thut of
Grecce.  Aristophanee, and other Gresizn comic
writers, have scenes rickly filled with the deline-
ation cf the lives and munpera of their own paopie,
Put the Ilcman imitetors of the Greolan siage
gnvo themeclves vp to the reproduction of furcign
churacters ¢n their own stage, aod presented 1o
their dremwas Grecian macoers also, iosteed ol
Rowsn weoners. How much wiser was Soalke.
peare, who exchaired the attention ¢f ki sudia-

bursts upon us the {ull eplendor of the commereial

e.
"Liltleﬂ"a, Coke, Plowden, what are they ! How
their learming fadea away ana bocomes odsolete
whep Holt, sod Somers, aud Mansficld arise, oatoh-
ipg themeelver, sud infusiog all aroand them, the
itfivences, and the knowledge which comimerce had
thed upon the world ?

Cur grent tesohers and examsples in the histori-
val art ure. doubtless, the ewinent historians of the
Greek ard Homen mges. In their eevaral ways,
they are the mnstors to whom all sucseeding timas
buve lvoked for instruotion and improvement,
They are tho models which have stood the tet of
time, and, like the giorious oreations in marblo of
Greeian geniug, have been always adaired aud
never surpas-ed.

We have our favorites in literatura, as well as
other things, and, | confega, that, smong tha (ire-
clan wiiters, my celiioate of Heradotus i3 greal.
His evident trathiulness, his glogulur simplicity
of gtyle, aud bin constant respoct and venaration
for sucred and divine thizgs, win my regard. It
is true thal ho sometimes appears erodulons, which
enused Atistotle to gay ol hiw that he was &
plory tellor.  Bub, in réspect to this, two things
are to bo remaiked—the one is, that he nover avers
a8 a foot that which rests on the aseounts of others;
tho oiber e, that all subzequent travels and dis-
coveries bave tonded to confizm his fideliy, From
his great qualitics as » writer, 88 well a8 frowm
the age in which he lived, he is justly denomi-
pated the ** Father of History.” Horodotus was
n conseienticus parrater of what he saw and
heerd.  In hie manner there 15 much of the
old epioetyle; indeed, his work may be ¢onsidered
a8 the corneciivg link,botween the epio legend
and ypolitiea! history; truthful, on the one kand,
pines it was & genwino history; but, on the other,
conceived and executed in tha spirit of poetry, an
not the profounder spirit of political osophy. 1t
breathes a reverential submission te tha divine will,
snd recogniecs distinetly the governing hand ef
Providence in the affairs of men. Bub, ™pon the
whole, | am compelind to regard Thu dides as the

rester writer. Thueydides was equally trathful,

ut more conversant with the motives and oharac-
ter of men in their political rolaticus. He took
infinite pains to make himself thoroughly acquaint-
ed with transactions that oceurred in his own day,
and which became the subject el his own narrative.
It ia raid, even, that persons wera employed by
him to obtain isformation from both the belligarent
yewaia, for bis ues, while writing the history of the
Peloponcsian war.

He was one of the most eminent citizens of the
Atbeninn republio, eduoated under the ivstitutions
of Solep, aud troived in all the pelitieal wisdom
thege institutions had developed in the two centu-
ries sinco their establishment. A more profound
intellect mever applied iteelf to historical investiga-
ticn; & more clear eighted and impartial judge of
homan conduet never dealt with the fortunes and
acts of politieal communitios.

The work of Heredotus is graphis, fluent, dra.
mwatic, and ethical in the higheet degree; but it is
pot the work ol alree citizen of a free republic,

ersonally experianced in the conduet of its alfairs,
‘be hietory of the Peloponesiin war, on the other
band, eould oriy have been produced by‘a man

who added to vast genius deep perdonal insight |

icto the workings of varioua public ingtitutiens
As Thuoydides himsslf says, his history was writ-
ten not for thoe entertainment of the moment, bub
te be “ a poecession forever.”
There ean, it ecems to me, bo ns reazonable doubt,
that the firet worke, by which mun expregied kia

thoughts axd feoliogs in an orderly compoaition, |

weore esscntinlly poesioal, In tho oarliest writings,
of which we know anytbing with distincinis2, we
bave an union, or mingling, of poetry and fuct,
embodjing tha traditions and history of the people
smeng which they aruse.

Like other intcllectusl culturs, this form of his
tory appeared firet in the laat, aud, from the days of

Meges and Joshue down to our ewn times, it had |

theretetained subetautially the eame chinraclier. |
wenr it bagbeen o remnrlable mixture of the spirit
of bietory and of epio poetry, In Greego, wa may
obgerve originally the snmeo etate of things; but lhe
two forms of comyposition soon beoame separated,
tbough the Greck historical art, when anighest,
never locce all its relationg to the epio. Tho enr
lieet Greck poete were religious and historizal poot,
deulivg in the traditions and mythology of thair
country, and o continued down through Homer.
Heredotes wae by birth an Asiatio Uigeelk, and was
fuite imbved with the o-iental spirit. In his time,

of publio records there were mone, or at tie moust, ]

there were only local registers of public events,
and tLeir dates, such, for inetanoe, as those keptby
the priesthoud fu the Temples at Delphiand Arges,
or toe registers of particular fumiliea. He travelled

| therefore, to callect the materials for his Hiztory.

oeg, and still (pebains the attestion of tha whole |

Teutcnie race. by the prezemtation of LCaglish
morners and Epghsh bigtory !

Falstefl, Justice Shallow, and Dogbarry, are nat
ehrubs of fore'gn growth, trangpianted iato ths
peyes of Shakepenre, but ponuine produstions ol Lio
potl. the creaticne of his own home bred fanoy.

Mr. Banis hae written s oivil history of Home;
but it gcewe not to bave nuswered the great cod
which it propesed. A

The lavers of Nigbuhr, Arnold, and Merivale,
bave acccmpliched much towarda [urnishing the
wmaterials of such history, and Becker, in his Gnl-
lue, bas drawn a picture not uninteresting, of the
private life of the Romang b the commeaseraent
of the empire. i

| krow nothirg of the fact, but 1 ones kad an in-
timaticn, that cne of the most distinguished
writers of our time and of owr country hus had
his thoughts turced to this subject tor several
years. 1f thizs be so, and tho work, said Lo bein
contemplation, be perfvoted, it will be true, as |
bave ro doabt, that the civil bistory of Lhe great
rt‘]iubl'tu of antiquity will have been writtan, not
only with thorough rescarch, but also with o'e-
ganca of siyle, and chaste, classionl illusiratioa,

y & citizen of tke great republic ef modern
times. | trust, that when this work shall appoenr,
if it ehall appesr, we ghall not only geo the Roman
coneul &nd the |'oman general, tho Uemit/a and
the Forum, but that wo shall, also, ses Roman
hearths and altars, the lioman matron b the hoad
of her household, Rsman children in their gchonls
of instruction, aud the whole of Rewan lifo fully
procented to our view, £o far a8 the waterials, now

exioting in sepurate avd epecial works, affiord the |

WERTH.
1t ig in our day ouly that the bislory and progress
of tho eivil wxd eecial institniions pod mannuea of
Lpgland have becowe the subjeots of particular at-
wrtion.
Susron Turner, Lingard, and, more thaa oll, M
Hailam, bave lzid this age, and wil fullowing ngen,

urder thohenviest obligatious by their lnbora inthis |

fieid of Jiterary comporitien; nor would [ roparate
from them tho writings of a most learned and olo-
quert persen, whose work on Linglish Listory i3
nuw in progrers, ror the author of the Fistorial
Histery of Englend  Bub there is glll wanting
& full, therough, and domentie focial account ot
eur Logiish auccetess——that iz, a history whish

shull treeo the progross  of soginl lile in |
the iptercourse of wen with man, the advencs |
the vyarious changes in the bhabita |

upntions of ipdividusly, snd those iprove-
in domectic | At have attended the
1 nnd el reumstances of men
i the inpee of nges | bave not the moann

Weastil

| of learnirg, to any g1out extent, bow our Finglish

anceslore, ot thelr homce, axd In their housen,
fed, sed lodged, and clsined, aed what were
dully copleymente, We want o hislory of G
» wo nant to knew wheu kings aud guetni oX-
chonged beds of sbraw for boas of dowo, eud
cogied to brepkfest on beol and boer.

re=

g

which teck plice from age (o age, o the homes of

Lt glaed, from the engtls and Lhe palnce dowa to
the iumbiest cottngo. My, Heory's bouk, o [ar
ns it goes, I8 not without its utiniy: bel it dops

period woioh
tull and satislao-

te goon, and even in reeard *
it gabraces, it fa not gufl
tor ¥ in ite purticolars

The feuaal agos wera wi'itary amd apricaltural,
buk the splendor o arn toe history of the
times, monopoiizod the gooies o weiters § and per
hn'r.n matertols are pol pow Abupdant for forauiog
n knowlecpge of Lbe gssenti Japkry of the eyenir
Ho would bGe n public S who momid 1o
#trurt ur in the medoe of ouliivation and tillagd
prevabling in Eogland from ke e i

d ' the navalcrinent o s

WhLly

By vl
{34 i

reeption in tho time of Henry |V, he per
o r considernble devolopamont tWo pouau
Alterwarde

Those aie tWo tokress of lforuation
reMeeia, whinh hive never vel boet (1l ¥ 3

erd which, neveethelons, oo sverllowing foustaing
of knowledge, | wwen tbe tlalotes, aud tho po
crenngs of the evurta of Jnw. Al ko carly peried
of 1%, § reeurced, with potng degreo of attentton
otk there cowecs Of information=not po mimel for
profepsonul purposes, we for the ducidation of
progreis o} stcivky. 1 aouRinted Wwymil wioa b
chjuet, erd purpores, snd stande of every 5

laked st ute in Evibieh Jogleiation. ‘Thosy ehoaed
we wimt the Legivlatare of the eouniry wis doa
cfaneo 1n, Iroie time Lo M, and fron Fonrto Soar
Ard Tlowrwed from tho reporl® of econ’rovepsicd

ta of ine, what whero tbhe 3

ndividunle, snd whst ¢ Wi
ekl earnest!y engaped sttant I kardl
bt prythivg =kich mote repase regusrch Lhaa
s 1udles L kird Wa Jeprn from thom what
juvhoite ceoupicd mes duriog the foudn! pges  Wo

ke et

¥ b

feo the fiorte of soctnly %o throw off the obaing of |

this fevdnl dominfon, Woseo boe, in & most intores-
fre voerter, bhe ingeniouy dovicea regorled to o
Yook the tarateom of oovsonal elavery. Waoseetoe

boplnoing of mevulacourtog dotersste, and atleogth

We wish |
lo see were, ard know meore, of the changes |

but ke wade of them one whole, and laid one ides
#Y tbe botiom, with ng much Epio simplizity as Ho-

mer did fothe Ihad. His subjeet was the contest of
Ciperee vith the Porsiens and the triuaph of Gre-
eien Hberty. or, mora ctriotly, the groat Grecian
vietery over the barbarians who had eonquered the

worit, 80 then known. ‘The rolations between Haro-
detue s Homer are not to by wisteken; ho not
erly Lo eplacdes, like tho long one ahout Egyp',
R formal spoectos, which were common in his
totiend worke, til the eixteonth century of our era,
and hove not beer unknown elnce, bat he bas din.
logues, Ung of hia geries ol speenliss, whish par-
takes of tho oherneter of & dinlogue, shows & re-
ma:kulls rdvancement in politicsl knowledge for
tbo #jre of Pericler—] imean that in which the cun-
gpirators pgeinst the Magl of Persia, nrevionsly to
the elevation of Darius, disenss vhe diltvront foros
of govervment, much in the spirit of Montesquisn.
Fut all thero thivge sre kopt dn their proper plases
hy Hercliotus.  He fecle tho connection of his sab-
Jeet wil the woy throvgh: how one eveat proceeda
frem another, and haw all tends to the principal
retult, or coutributes to it dizeetly.

In Thucrdides, tho art of history is further ad-
vareed, though be lived very little lator than Hero-
dotus, and probably had resd or heard his history,
though thut ie doubled.

Tlueydides did not, indeed, make one whole of
Lie werk, fer he did not survive the war whosze
history he undertook to relate; hut he s less orod-
ulous then Hercdolus ; ke has no proper dialogue ;
be igmcore compact 3 be indulges very little in epi-
scdes; he drawe charactore, and his specches are
more like formaal, stately discussions. And ho saya
of them, they are cuch a8 Lo either beard himself,
or received from thete who did hear them, aod he
Etntes that Loflﬂs thom in their trus subtanco.

There isnothing to ereate a donbi that personally
be bestd the oration of Pericles; and it 18 rewmark-
sble that, throughout the most flgurishing period
of Greek litorature, both postiosl and kistorissl,
preductions were compoged to be heard, ruther than

il ; and the practies of llstouing to thoir re-
v the Gireels peopla to attain great aoous
racy, a6 well as relentivenees of momory.

In shert, lleredotes’ wosk ecoms & nutural, feeeh |

preduction of the soil; thul of Tuueydides holnogs
to g wore adveneccd etale of cultare. (Jainotlling
eayr of tho forwmer, Ja Uerodato ciania lenizer fluwisd ;
of tho latter, Fiimewns of Drevis o semper $nstany i,
Nenephon, in his Hellonica, continues Thueydidoes.
Ho wes a wilitary leader, and familiar with the
wffpirs of Stale, apd though not 8o deep & thinker,
war o mora graceful and casy writer, Polybius,

Hvirg in a gauch Inter period, ia dofeetive in siyle, |

but jen wize end gencible author. Hia objoct in
got werely Lo show what hisa boen, bat ts stlempt
the itetriokivn of the future—muking his work

Lat be calls a demonstraiive history, fitted for
Hp is the last of tue renlly

¢ voe of statiemey
good Gieek historiafia.
The lowosns had tho groat Grack mastors in
yrofo amd poetry all before thom, and imitsted
them [0 evervibisg, but approsched theit models
' near’y enly In eloquence and histosy

G

Like the

#, tov, thoy had carly pestical histories, his-
ol legends, songn, &e. linnius wrole a sord of
Bistury of Rome. Ciwoane, cxo of the most

The clearncss, purity, and presision of his

Eallnst wont more upon Greck models.  Lack of
I two rempinis g lisiorios is an oplo wholo ; short

eed, but evinpletes fosbioncd with the gremtest |

, and inepired with a diguity and etatoli-
3le, whish Cwrar dld vot reek, and whilch
been filting for Lis personnl me-

iTCES
I oy bsve

&

111

anothice purpoce 3 thero is an oplo oome
bie pieat work, thoogh that work hi
up In o mutliated state. * Ala
" W a rubjoet, nod he saorifies
i evon, not nofiequantly, the rigor of
ie siyle lo yich pud Nowing, samoe one
vl ladlon siny His descriptions are
Lyt roecd, there Inn mobleposa nod gra
. N ' werk, weoll Sttad to ki wage
LY purpoes inweiting it

' later, whon he could we longer
intry aa Livy bud domo. o
Lhaaydides

od with

LiFEQ

warilice, &
Lieth his Lid
aLoot,

| mria
ofuse, il how
wa thiry way
natare of the 1

1, oz B aays
e !
voelical creamser

lu e

Finng
MouT, 1

L
v

el i

“nd

il b somatts
vienl and gake

ak

enl ot Veromnlh
L, fomen wrifere, o

for Balluets 1 acdwidre & Gl )

clearnos of #iylo, mo v ga Ll neiin

quirhed of all groat wen, wrote acoonats of |
t e bind doue, or what related directly to him- |

tyleste ne charueterisiio of Lim an any of hiz great |
| gebievimonis -

tion. He is suffislently coneise; he is sententions
without bein or obscure ; and his power of

reonal and unl desori is remarkable.

bere are, indeed, in his style, soma roughnosses
belonging to the Homan tengue at an sarlier age;
but they seem uam&ln the structars of his
sentenees, without especially Injuring their benuty.
No charseter drawing can well execed his dolinea-
titn of Cataline, his nocount of Jugurtha, or hia
parallel between Corar ned Cato. | hava thoughs,

terse and powerful periods, and the romarks and
sayings of Dr. Joboson, &4 they appear, nst in his
stately performnanes, but iu the record of hiy cow
versations, by borwell .

In turping to peruse oroe more the pages o[ Saul.
lust, torefresh myself for (he prnfmrnr.i--u of thia
address, | wagetruck by the anmoldence of = trane-
action parrated by bim, end ono whizh weo have
geen very receptly in eur owa coantry.

When Jugnrtha il pus to death ilampral, aod
expelled Adherbal from his rightful throne the
latier, who was born in Numidia, sud not in Hun
gATy, come to Romo to invoke, what we ghould eall,
the intervension of the Homan people.  Hlis gpesan
delivered on that occasion, in the SHenate, ag Hal-
lust has given it, g ono of the mosk touching ever
made by 8 man in misfortans, nnd saffering fram
irjury, to thoee haviog the power ol granting relief
or redrees. Hissopoiieation to the Senala is vands
ed on the brcad and geveral idea, thak the Lomaa
people wers juek shoinvelves, afd, an they had Lha

wwer, to it was theiv duly 'o prevent or punish

others.

Y Bed quonism parum tula per & {pam probites, neque
mikiin mauw fuil, Jojurtis quolis foret; w4 vus sonfugl,
patren coveeripti, quibus, quod misserrimum, eogor
prius omerd, quem urul esze,  Ueteri repes ant beilo
victl In smloitiam o vobla regept!, aut in eaie dubus
rebus rcolstutem vestrmin appetiverunt; fimilis uostra
ecom pepulo Homans bello Catthagiulensl smicilism lo-
etituit; qoo tempore magis fdes ejus, quam fortune
petenda ernt. Quernm progentem voa, prires sonsceipti,
u et frusiva » volta woxiliom peters. 81 ad
impetresdum pihil ocsusee hoberem, procter missrandsm
fortunem ; quod paulo axte rex, geness, fama algos
coplls potece, nune deformutus woumnis, inops, alienas
| opes expeeto; tarien erat wsjestatis Romani popudi pro
hibere Ipjurian negue pald eujusqunm fegun por soolus
erescule,

Guid agam? quo polissimum fofelix accedam? Generls
priaceidin cmnin extineta sunt . puter, Uil necosse erat,
petura comeernit; fratil, quem winime deounlt, propia-
quun per roelus vitam eripuit : sficen, nmloos, propin
ques geteres. slivin el's clades oppressit: captl abJo-
gurthe, pars lu orucem aoty, purs be:tiia objectl: pauc!
quibus reliota aolms, elausi in tenebrls, oum e 2ore o0
lGcty, morte gravierem, vitdm exigunt. Bl omaia, quie
aub ruwisl, sul vx weocrsaria adverss faota sunt, inno.
lumia mwncrent; tamen, ol quid vx improvisoe asoidises,
yer bmyplocsrem, patres coneeripel, quibus, pro magni=
tudine imperii, jus ot fujuvies cnes caroe esse deoot,
Nune vern exoul patels, domo, solus et omolum hones-
pturum rerum egeng quo neecden, aut guos appsilem !
paticoerme. no regen, qui omues familic nostri ob ves-
tram awieitlam lufesth fuut * an quoguam sdirs leet,
ubi nop mujrrum mwecrum hostilin monuments plurims
tiuk ? aut quirquam wosttd mizerecd potest, qui aliijusndo
| vobis hontis fuit *

At ego infellx, in tanin mala proolpitatus ex patrio
resno, rexum bumancrum epestaculum procheo: ingerbus
quid pgam tunsne injuriss prraviuar, ipae auxilil pgens;

| EnTepno consulan, cujis vite irque poteatus ex opi-
bous slienis pendet. Utinsin emori fortunis meis honestus
exiius eamct, ven vivere coufewplus viderer, ai, dofescus
malle, fnjuries comressieiom: wune nequs vivers libat,
negue meri lest sire dedeorio. Patres consoripti, per
you, per Hberes abgue ppeenter vertrod, per majsatatem
| popuil Romani, sulivesits misera mihi; its obvlam inju-
rhio i noitte putl regrum Numbilo, per soclus et sangul-
neii fewilio nostie fabvepere, !

While | confess wywcll not eompobonk te git in
| judgment en tke greut mosters of lloman slory,
| etill, it hee alwaye struck me thatb, in chostyle of

Livy, thera was o nuel fulsess, g0 much accumu-
| Jution of eircumetspee, us oocasionslly tended to
| turgidity. 1 epeak this, kowever, with the graatest
| degrea of difidence, Livy ecdma to me liks the
| rivers under the wfluenes ol eopious spring freshets,
when nob only i the wain chaunel tuld, but all the
tributary streams are lendicg to evertlow ; while
Halluet, | think, tukes ecro only that thero shall bo
coa deep, clear, etrong and rapid carreut to convey
bim snd hig thonghts to thelr destined end.
| [ do mol ween to euy that the ekilful uso of clr-
|
]

cumstnee, either in the band of a historianora
poct, i not o preat power: { thinkitis. What wo
cell graphic deseription, is bub the presentation of
tho priveipal ides, with o dicerect accompaniwent
of iuteresting concowitanta.

The introduction of a girgls anxiliary thought
orexpression pometimes gives & now glow Lo the
histericnl or pectical preture. Pardeualarity, wall
et forth, exchuine sitention,  [n our language, no
writep baa understdod this hetter than Milton

{is poctizal fmoges and deseriptions are sura to

cmit pothing which cen wake those imazes and
hofa degeriptions riciking, distinet, and gcrtain,
whilo ali etz is industiiously repelled.
Witncea the fell of Luciferi—
“from morn

To voen he fell, from noecn to dewy eve,

& svmniertad sud with the settlog sua

Ticopt fiem the ith, ke n falifng ata,

U Lemuoe, the . 1

His deeer plion of vocal musie in thoe Allegro is
anoiber iustence of tho pame kind :—

v And ever sgainit eading onres,
Lup goe tw st Bydian aliy,
Mraried ta immuorial verde,
Euch nstle melting neel may plecos,
T moten, With meny a winding bout
Of Haked tern long drawn oat,
Wit war Leed and giddy cuaniog,
The meiting voies through mezes rasalog,
Uatwisting nll the chinior Lhot tle
Ihe hidden eonl of Laneny.
Thet Orpheus’ sell may hesve hia Liead
Frep goiden slumber, on n bed
Of henp'd Piysien owers, and hear
Huel rrulon ar won'd have eherwed the ear
Of Fiuto, to Linve nrilte set foee
iz balf regatned Hurgdlies ¥

1 kardly know snything which surpasses theze
exiuieite lingg—so poctionl, and, at the sama time,
sotucrovghly and wbsclutely Laglish, and so free
frum ell fereign wilom,

The firet three etnneed of Giray's Elegy ina
Country Church Yard, aro also remarkablo for the
power and acourasy with which rural soenery ia
yresented, by grouping togelher many vbjectsia
(L picture

Aunother poctisal inatance, of the same konuty, is
the * Burinl of Sir John Moore.”

There are rewarkabls instances of tha same akill
in writing in eomo of the Knglich pross writers, sand
especinliy in the productione of Danlel Da Foe. No
boy doubts that evesytiung told of ilobinson Crusos
ie exactly true, Leeauro all iz #o circumstantially
told; mRud no mwan Jouhts, unill be it informed of
the contrary, that the h'storian of the Plagno of
Loncon setunlly paw o'l thathe deseribed, although
1le I'oe was not horn till afterwards.

It isa well known esaying, that tha lig with oir-
cumetanes is ¢xcaedingly caloalated to densive, and
that i3 tine, sud it i equaily true, ot eniy that
fietitions kistery geies eredit und balief by the skil

{i

ful ure of eireuinzinnoe, by true himory, alo,
way dcrive much adeiional intorest from the same
BOULOO

aro to Lie re-

In general, however, historisal fasts
ve regurd to

Iatcd with ratber o cloge nud exc
tuch, aud rach unly a8 &re important.

Tle art of histerical composition owes ita origin
to the institutiona of poliviead freedom. Under the
derpotienun of the Gubges wnd the [ndus, poetry
| fleurtehed, with orieptal Tuxuriznee, irem the eur-
| lest Stmer; Lot lnthe intnento compasa of that rich,
| yrimeval literaturo, thoro is history, in clio high
| eepge of that term. The bouks of the Nilo wore
| erowded with historleni monumenteand momoriala,
| etretching beck fulo (ke remotest antiquity ; and
reoetl retentelios havo diceovered bistozica! records
npyTus, tome of
Lut in ali

8 bouke of Mosos,

{ there there is no bistory compozed acoordieg to tho
jenciples of agt. Iz Ureoce, the epio song, foand-
| &d cm tadiiionary log ong preceded bistorionl
comptetidon. | romember when | thoaght it the
sentest worder Inthe woild, that tho pooms of
Joger honld have been writton at a poriod so re-
méte, hat the entisest Girscian bistory should have

giver no pseonnt of their author. 1 did not then
| koo, o bed net then conaiderod, that pootisal |
wiitinge, brwes, ponps, acoounts of personal ad- |
vernres, Uk e thosoef Hercules and Jason, were, in
the mnture ¢f thizgs, eariior thun rrgnlu’huwnou

| parmatives Hervdotus Intorms us that Homer lived

four hundred yeors bofore his time. There ia,
uoverihelees, tumetiiog very wonderful in the po-

| ema of Hou in general, it i3 truo of the lan-

| gunges of re, [hat, in thoir earliest agee, thoy |

contaln the subate bone nnd sinow characteris-
tie of their idlem, yot that they are rough, imper-
fect
1.0, but 1y Is what wo eall old L .14
pot the rinvothoess and Duerey holoog
of Pope and Addisen. Aund Spensor wrots
| but, though rich aud porgecus, i% hae v
cision std morurscy of thoesp later we
would seom thut mavy books wast be wr

nid 1t hea

v
rend, anda grent many tongnes and povs employed, |

earbes lta ighoat
vow, Lho wonder is, how &

beiory thelapgrage of a
poiirh and pericets

inrgunge should bee g0 perfect a8 waa the
I of Homer, ot t ime when that lauguage
ritien. Doubtlepn, ia |

have hegn very d

irg eges the eomy of the Gizoek tongue

p¢ onlarged ng Moowledgs Ynanme more cxiendod,
fewihire i 5 ¥ I'\'-'*'T-I':!‘l" within

B yh ecinn Ezomiedge, o it cxised ln
(e of Hemer, It cun soarco be quesiioned

t the rtyle of M ¢ i oubce ns perfect nod
bed an thet of azy of biw fu sore.  ‘The

thatthelangusgo
¥ ol
extroordinary gowd
ulidvawd by the re-
thh great voriaty
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pecple of groat |
tarie, b bad Boer

tilnlton

gizlatien of Sclon bad laid
tLe foundntion of free politionl inssituticos, and
these ju thonors had actelded a free, andypowerful,
rrd setivoe olivenb iffe, wm the Athenian ropablie
untll the dleews: lom of pubiie aiTalis 8 the Senato
poctee popalar onon kg, bisd crented deliberative

it ooiralion of Juitice

il LEe ciei wln

sometimes, that | saw resemblancea botwoen hia |

igh handed injustios threatentd or iufhoted by |

nod vithout polish Thus Chaveor weote tiog- |

ngto thostyle |

arioe by i |

| in the courts, and under the lnws established by
| Solon, had to ths transnctione betwesn the
| eitizens, all the resourees of relined logis, aud drawn
into the sphere of ecivil rights and obligations
the power of high foromsio oratory—it wia not
until there rosults of the legislative wisdom of Solon
bad beon sitained, that the art of history rose and
| flourieh @ in Greco.  With the desline of Gireelsn
| Uharty, began the desline in tho art of historical
compoeit o Historlos were written under the
Girenian Visga of Lggpt, ana a long line of writers
Qoutichod neder tne Hyzantine ewperors; but the
| high art of historical eomy n, a4 porf in
| the master works of Herodotos, Thusydides, and
| Zewophen, Lad perished in tho death “of politieal
freedom.
I The erigin, yrogress, und decline of history, ap
an art, weie nearly thosa o i [lome.  Salluat and
| Livy flourished st the sloce of thy republic and the
| commencement of the empiro, Tho great workes of
Twoitna himeelf aro thought by many to hatray the
begirnieg of decline i the art, and the lsver
| writers exhibits Ite fall.
| The art of history again rovived with the rize of
the Italiun republles; and vince the rovival of lite-
| rature, at the clege of the middle ages, it will pro-
| hably be found that threa things naturally rise
into” importancs togother—thet i3 to say, eivil
liberly, oloquence, and the srt of historical writ-

i 1
[ "fati_mr foundation is not to he laid for authentia
| Wistory toan woll anthentisated faote; but on this
fruncation gtruetures may be raised of different
chnrasteristicr—nhistorinal, biographical, and phile-
| popbicul. Ong wriler may contice himsel! to exact
| nud minute nureation; anutber, tras to the genoral
| #tory, may embelliah thut ssory with more or less
! of exteinul ornament, or of eloquence in deserip~
| tion; nthird, withw deepor philosophizal spicit, may
| Jookiute the canses of cventaand transactions, trace
thowm with more profound research to their sources
inthe elements of humen nsture, or eonsider and
| eolve with wora or less succons, thnt most important
| question—how far the charnoter of individaals has
| produced publie events, or how far, on the other
El.ml. publio eventa have prodused and formed the
oharaster of individuals!

Therefore one Ligtory of the same period in hu-
| man sftire, no more renders another history of the
same poricd uselees, or unadvizable, than the strus
ture of one temple forhids the creotion of another,
to the rame god, or ono status ef Hercules, Apollo,
or Perioles, should suppross all other atlompts to
produce etatues of tho same perdoos.

But, gentlemen. I must not dwell longer on these
general topica, We nra Awmericans, We have s
country il ourown. Wa are oll linked to its fates
and ita tortunea, It ie alrendy not without renown.
1t has beem the theatrs of rome of the most impor-
tant of human transactions, sud it may well become
us to retleot on the toplos and the means furnished
for bistoriesl cowposition in our vwn land. | have
ahstained, on this peoasion, geutlomen, from mush
comment on the bistories compozed by Furopean
writerd of wodern timee, and, for obvious reasons,

| abgtain altogethor from romarks upon tho writera
of our own country.

Works Lave beon written upon the histery of the
United Stoten, other works upon the samo sabjocs
nre in progrees, and, no donbt, new works are cen~
templated, and will be accomplinhed.

It noed not bo dovubsod that what has been
nchicved by the great men who have preceded
our genernfion, will bo pioperly resorded by their
fuecessora. A rounliy in which highly interesting
eventa ooour, ie not likely to ba destitute of reholars
end authors, fit to tianrmit those events to poster-
ity. For the present, | content myselt with a fuw
gonerial remarks on the aubjoot,

In the histery of tho United States thore are
three epochs. "T'he firet extends from the origin
eod sefllement of the eolonice, rospectively, to
year 1774, During this, moch the longest period,
e history of the country is the history of separate
comunities and governments, with dilferent lawa
atd institutions, thouph all were of & common
origin—not identioal, fudecd, though hsvu:lq &
streng family resemblance, and naving more or lees
reforence to the constitution aud common law of the
parent country.

Iis all theee governments, the principle of popular
repreacniation wore or lead prevailed. 4 oxisted
fa the Slate governmerls, in countisd, in largs dis-
tricts, and in townehipe aod parisher. And i} is
rob irrelevant to remurk, thag, |y the exerciie of
the rights enjoyed wnder Liese popular principles,
tho v hiole peoplo cume to bo prepared, boyoud the
exumyle of all cthers, for the observance of the
gomo prineiples in the establishment of national in-
stitutione, spd the administrotion of sovereign
povierm.

The sigord period extends fram 1774, when thess
colouies Lirat neted cfliciently together, for great pn-
litienl ende, ns & confedernoy of States, to the year
1it®, when the prerent consiitution of governmens
wad cotablished. Tbe third ckraces vhe period
from 1759 to the preseot time.

‘L'o avoid denling with events too rocent, it might
be wcll to congider tho third era, or epoch, ag ter-
mipatirg with the cloec of Presideot Washington’s
admiristration, and going back into the second so
far as to traco the events and ocourrences which
thowed the neceseity of a genorul goverament, dif-
ferent from that framed by the artisles of confode
ration, whieh prepared the minds of tho people for
the adoption of the present oopstization. Nodoubt
theatgembling of the firsl Continantal Congresa may
bo regarded as the era at which tue Union of thesa
States commenced. ‘This event took place in Pai-
ladeipkin, the city dfstinguished by the groat eivil
events of cur early histury, on the 5th of Saptem-
ber, 1771, on which day the first Continental Cop-

1638 msgembled. Delogatea were present from

ew Hampshire, Massachusette, Rhode [sland,
Corneeticut, New York, New Jersey, Penusylva-
nia, DUdlaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Caro-
liva, South Caroliog, and Georgia.

Let this day Lo ever remetchbered! It saw assem-
bled from the several colunics tidic grent men whose
nawes have como down to ua and willdeseond to all
yooterity. Their proseedings sre remarkuable for
timplioity, dignity, end pocguaticd ability. A% that
duy, probubly, there could have beenconvened on
Lo purt of this globe, an ¢qus! vamber of men pose
teseing greater talents and whliity, or u‘uimnter by
o bigher and more patriotle motive. ‘They wern
men full of the spirit of the ossasion, imbusd
ceeply with the general eortizuent of the eountry,
of lurge comprehengion, 1 long farcaight, and of
few werds. "They mudo no rpeeciea for cstentation,
they eat with closed doors, i=d tueir groat maxim
was ' faire cans dire.” 1y ie troe, thoy only wrote;
but the iesning of eush weitings, oo such sutherity,
apdat fuch & crisis, was action—-high, decisive,
uatienal action. 'li:u&nw the history of the
paet, they werealivo to M1l tho o fMaultios and all
the duties of tho present, and they acied from the
fret msif the future wers all open bofors them.
Peyton Bandolph was uoanimously choson Pre-
gldent § Ubagles Thompeon was appeinted Seore-
tary. Insuch a consteliation, it would be invidious
to poinl cut the bright particular stars, Lot mo
ouly sy, what none can convidar injusiiae to others,
that George Washington was one f the namher,

The proccedings of the assembly wers intendnasd
by religious cbeervanses, nud devoub supp'iontions
to the lLrene of Grace for the inepicasion of wise
dom and tho spirit of good cvunsels

Un the recond day of the seesion it was nedered
that a comumittee ehould bo appointed to atate the
righte of tho colonice, the instances in which those
rights bad been wiolated, nnd the mesus proper to
by purraed for their restoration, and anoiher soms
witice to exnmine and repert npen the several etas
tuter of the English Paciiament which hsd beon
ratsed, allcoting the trads and menuftotures of the
tolenics.  The members of theso sommittees were
choten on the following doy. Imumediately afler-
warde Congress tock up, as the rvundation of their
ttrcuecd‘-ng!‘ cortain rogoluticns adopted, just beforo
t! 0 tlu.:u :kl I.lmil't'li-e:i.:_r.nh.:jim;i by delegutes from
CWLE ' tho ovunty of Sulvlk, aud cspeclially tho
town of Boston. 4 TGy

Beston, tho vatly vietim of the Inflistion of nm;
by the mother country, the early champlon o

Amers liberiy--Bosten, thongh in this vast
eonLtry may be now surpaared by obher cities,
invembors, in commerce nad wealil, yet sho can-
nut bo turgased in the senown of her early revolu-
tiorery mistery.  She will sland secknowledged,

wiile the world doth atand, as the origin and orne-
ot e oter med dolvoder, of the rights of the
colories. The Fpgitth crown frowned upon her
with peveriiy and lndignotion; it only made hor

rd more eicet, nud got on s face of greater
| beldeerns upd deflaney.  The Perlinment poured
vpon her nil ite indigeation. It only beld her up
w itk greater iumination, anl drew towards Ler the
grostor attachmens and voncration of she country.
toston, as ehe wae in heart, in priaciple, and fesle
g, in 1774, 5o may sbe reweia till her dhroo hills
| thail sink loto the gea, aud be uo more remombered
WINODE Wen.
| Centlemon, theso carly proseedings of the eitle
| 2¢ps of Buston, nnd other inbabitants of the county
| of Suilollk, deserve to ba written whero all postoricy
may read them, They were carrizd Lo the repre-
roniativo of royalty, by the first digtingmished
mazlyr in the eavia of liberty, Joreph Warren.
How it that be who was not long afterwards to [all

§n tho de”

_ nee of the likorty of nis countey, and to
eenl 31k Jove of that ¢ ty with his blood, fuil of
itprpirit and Pa priveiples, chould bo the bearer of
its somonilrances to ropresentadive of ihs

thicre of Lrgland. No enor y
e .q_““‘.' gland, No encowium, no salogy upon

o which I have tha hooor to he & ojtizen,
ot exceed that which ia sxproesod in tho ubesis
moeva rerolntion of the ! American Congread, of
the Sib of Oglober, 1974, in theto words 1—

e8 apprava tha oppeaftion
‘tachurctts Imy 1o the exsontion of ihe Inte
'ub; and i Lhe sawme shall bo attempted
0 ba cartied Into exsouilen by foves, insueh awse all
Amerlca cegbit Lo suppoct them in thelr opposition.”

er en, | will ot believe that sheanoient com-
moswirith of Massachureits can ovor depart from
her true chsracter. | think it impossible. Bt
thouid sho be left to forgotfuluces of herself, and
all that belongs to her, should sha tewporarily or
perwacently stray away from the of hor an-
cient patriotism--should she, whic avert,
| be williug to throw off hor sriginal and all-Ameri-
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